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Spark NH Policy Committee Meeting Summary 
1/8/18 from 9 – 10:15 am 
Two Delta Drive, Concord, NH 
 
Committee Charge:  Coordinate the development and implementation of a comprehensive 
strategic plan for early childhood in NH and collaborate with state agency and policy leaders to 
identify/support changes in policy regarding expectant families and children from birth through 
third grade and their families. 
 
Present: Peter Antal, Patti Baum, Liz Belsito, Jake Berry, Katie Brissette, Maureen Burke, Eun 
Kyeong Cho, Melissa Clement, Christina D’Allesandro, Jen Doris, Linda Douglas, Marj Droppa, 
Kim Firth, Lindsay Hanson, Marti Ilg, Christina Lachance, Pam Lovejoy, Julie McConnell, 
Laura Milliken, Aurelia Moran, Jill Morgan, Lara Quiroga, Abigail Rogers, Kristin Smith, and 
Karen Welford 
 
Meeting Summary Recorder:  Christina D’Allesandro 
 
Review of December Minutes:  approved with change of MIECHV spelling 
 
Introductions and Whip Share:   
Patti Baum – HNH will be putting out a call for proposals, go to HNH.org sign up for the 
newsletter to get on the list 
 
Christina Lachance – NHCF grant award dates are on the website 
 
Eun Kyeng Cho – Early Childhood instructor at UNH – leads courses that are almost free for 
public sector – Assistive technology project – educators can apply for this  
 
Jake Berry – New Futures – tomorrow hosting day long advocacy training (1/9/18) 
 
Marj Droppa – YMCA Keene, Public Policy Comm. - looking to align efforts on strategic plan, 
Y and Child advocacy Center in Keene – Y would care for children while other children are 
being interviewed as a support service for the Child Advocacy Center – other Ys and CAC’s are 
looking at this as a model, Y is sending kids 2X month to the Senior Center, and looking to get 
Senior Center to come to them, also hosting an Advocacy Training with Molly Kelly, March 6.  
 
Lara Quiroga – Manchester did not receive the neighborhood grant 
 
Update on Collective Vision for Early Learning Initiative 
Partnership with Governor’s Office, First lady and UNH.  Number of small meetings have taken 
place.  Focused on systems, workforce, and family engagement  
 
Developmental Screenings 
Update on a meeting with the Communities of Practice on developmental screenings – looked at 
the existing budget from the Watch Me Grow steering committee and sent proposal to DHHS for 
consideration – included funding for data collection, funding at family resource centers, allowing 
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for data collection. With funded positions the screenings happen and the data is gathered (2.5 
FTE at the state). Presented to Debra Nelson and going to Chris Tappan. Also presented at the 
Smart Start table and the request for funding would be $1.7M in year 1, 1.1 for year 2 allowing 
for capital costs in year 1 and awareness raising in year 1. 
 
Dev screenings funded by Title 5, but there is no funding for employees to support this – don’t 
have the data to support this – who is using this, what tools are they using, is this being 
documented anywhere? Watch me grow is a piece of the system but it is not comprehensive – it 
is not looking at diagnosis and treatment and this is what the feds want/need to procure funding  
 
A challenge of increasing screenings is resistance from dr. as there is no place to refer to – large 
waitlists etc.  There are early supports that cannot have a waitlist, sped ed services.  
 
There are large changes in play at DHHS that are contributing to the delays.  EMRs do not talk to 
our system so outside of the online system we are not sure what they are using.   
 
Jen Doris is trying to pull together a comprehensive team for supports. She feels we need a 
media campaign at the statewide level to break down the individual silos as there are many who 
are providing screenings.  Screenings are happening but they are not always making it into the 
system.  There is money for comprehensive family support centers to provide these screenings.    
 
Selection of policy committee co-chair 
Liz Belsito to be the next co-chair, unanimous consent of meeting attendees 
 
Work Plan Evaluation 

• Finalize goals and objectives for the Policy Committee   
• Find ways to achieve goals by partnering.  For example, Aurelia Moran will be doing 

listening sessions for MIECHV.   
• The Endowment for Health is really focusing on increasing the equity lens across all 

work – the are funding a study on racial equity across the state that is still being defined – 
this might help to inform the activities of the framework – this might be both the data and 
policy committee – the DOE will partner as well  

• Christina will share Moms Rising racial equity tool that is being used by the Washington 
early learning community and MR internally. 

• Objective 2.2a – Laura to produce document on what is lobbying versus advocacy  
• Peter proposing an information packet for members to ensure we share a collective 

understanding 
• 2.2d There will be an event in late winter to present the framework for action – There will 

also be a Gubernatorial Forum in late summer.  
• 3.1b and 3.1c – could be covered by the data committee 
• We need data to strengthen our policy, and we need the policy that bubbles up from the 

data to activate policy change.  Need to know who is analyzing the data and how that 
happens.   

• A small group will be established to flush out the work plan ahead of the next meeting.  
Katie will send a Zoom meeting request.   


