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Spark NH Policy Committee Meeting Summary
12/4/17

Committee Charge: Coordinate the development and implementation of a comprehensive strategic
plan for early childhood in NH and collaborate with state agency and policy leaders to identify/support
changes in policy regarding expectant families and children from birth through third grade and their
families.

Present: Shauuna Babcock, Liz Belsito, Jake Berry, Katie Brissette, Christina D’Allesandro, Marj Droppa,
Kim Firth, Betsy Humphreys, Christina Lachance, Melissa Clement, Tricia Lucas, Julie McConnell, Lia
Moran, Jill Morgan, Lara Quiroga, Kerry Wiley

Meeting Summary Recorder: Kerry Wiley
Welcome: Co chairs Marj Droppa and Lara Quiroga
Review of November Minutes: approved
Introductions and Whip Share:

1. Project Launch PIWI training was attended by many Home Visiting and Family Centered Early
Supports and Services staff members

2. Infant Toddler Development classes at NHTI and other colleges in NH would benefit from getting
up to date info. from different programs to share with students

3. There does not seem to be any legislation proposed right now that would be detrimental to
early childhood programs. Medicaid legislation is a focus for impact on early childhood issues.

4. Bernadette Gleason speaks tomorrow at a community impact event related to addiction.
Sponsored in partnership by Keene Family YMCA and Impact Monadnock

5. Moms Rising is working with Portsmouth School District to research a mixed delivery Pre-
Kindergarten system.

Continued Discussion on Regional Crosswalk and Framework

Policy group priorities include developmental screening and ACES/Trauma. Developmental screening
work may be done by subcommittee. ACES/trauma topic may include discussion of past work, current
work, opportunities, and barriers to inform recommendations.

Spark has prioritized QRIS and developmental screening. Home Visiting Taskforce is developing.
MIECHV is not yet reauthorized. Rand Study may inform the discussion. Ways for the Policy Committee
to engage around home visiting topic is to seek partnerships, align with advocacy efforts, and
educate/inform the broader community.
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Recommendation made to inform colleges of policies and programs to enrich their learning. Please
forward to Shaunna Babcock for distribution to college network. The winter convening is January 3,
2018. (INSERT SHAUNNA EMAIL)

Attached: Children’s Trust Directory

Recommendation made to craft a visual of the statewide geography of home visiting programs in NH.
Include linkages/relationships, gaps/overlaps, regional networks, local networks, outcomes, eligibility,
and data.

QRIS current system for child care is 3 levels. Planning for new system will include 5 progressive levels.
Recommendation was made to share a draft of the QRIS plan with the Spark Policy Committee.
Recommendation was made to collect and share data regarding how many child care centers in NH,
where are they, wat supports needed at each, cost by number and need, and a plan for rollout/funding
balance. Recommendation was made to explore linkages with Watch Me Grow and Pyramid Model
planning and implementation.

Co-Chair

The Policy Committee is seeking a Co-Chair. Please contact Lara (INSERT EMAIL HERE) or Marj (INSERT
EMAIL HERE) for more information.

Advocacy

Texts will be filed by mid December for the upcoming legislative system. There is a focus on the
Medicaid expansion campaign. New Futures meets on advocacy and specific bills to plan for lobbying.
The House has a new speaker, Representative Chandler. This is not expected to change the field for
early childhood issues. Questions posed about how Policy Committee members would like to
communicate about LSRs include; (a) what type of feedback loop do we want, (b) should we rank bills by
priority for this committee, and (c) should we identify bills by likelihood of success or continuance.
Lactation Commission report will be offered to the committee. (ATTACH?)

Next Meeting

The meeting date for next month has changed. January 8™ from 9-10:15, with location tbd.



