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coordinated, sustainable early childhood system that achieves positive
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Early Childhood Governance

I am thrilled to report that Spark NH recently received a grant from the Endowment for Health to support a series
of meetings of leaders in the New Hampshire early childhood system to reach consensus on the kind of
governance that would best support young children and families in the Granite State. This work will be led by
Spark NH with technical support from Harriet Dichter, an expert on early childhood governance from the State
Capacity Building Center and National Center on Early Childhood Quality. The work will begin in February and
will be completed this summer. All Council members should have been invited to these meetings which will
occur on February 28, March 16, April 16 and June 8, all at 2 Delta Drive in Concord and all from 8:30-12:30.
This is a unigue and exciting opportunity to try to make changes that will realize the mission of Spark NH!

Public Awareness Work
Spark NH assisted with 2 recent op-eds:

1. By Portsmouth Chief of Police and Former City Councilor Stefany Shaheen on the importance of early
childhood in prevention of drug use in the Portsmouth Herald:
http://sparknh.com/site/assets/files/1279/12-31-

17 _stefany shaheen and robert_merner_lte_drug_prevention_programs_should_start_early portsmouth
herald.pdf;

2. By Former Mayor of Nashua, Donnalee Lozeau in the Nashua Telegraph about the importance of
developmental screening http://sparknh.com/site/assets/files/1279/1-7-

18 donnalee lozeau lte_developmental_screening_nashua_telegraph.pdf

Spark NH staff and ambassadors recently gave several Bedrock Presentations to:
DCYF leadership from around the state

Merrimack County Republicans

Program Committee of the Concord School Board

Lamprey Health Care — Newmarket

Commission on Child Abuse Fatalities
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Strategic Plan Development
Committees and staff continue to build out their work plans to include timelines and measurement goals. The evaluation
committee is reviewing this work this month and will make further recommendations.
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